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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


OF THE 


TOWN OF STRATHAM. 
For the year ending Feb, 28, 1863. 


Account of Collector John W. Wiggin. 


#\mount of tax committed to him for collection $2669.17 
Collector Wiggin’s Discharge. 
Puid State Tax 297 62 
County Tax 612 63 
Selectmen in cash 1632 19 
Non-resident highway tax worked ont 23 36 
By abatement of taxes of sundry persons 41 04 
Ly three per cent. discount 35 39 
Collector for services 26 69 
For sending State Tax to Concord 25 


$2669.17 
SrratnamM, Feb. 28, 1863. 
This day examined the foregoing accounts of Collector John W. Wiggin; 
_ and find them fairly brought, rightly cast, well vouched and balanced. 
HENRY P. WINGATE, } adore 
JOHN H. BARKER, : 


Money received by the Selectmen. 


Received of the Selectmen of 1861 625 37 
of the County for County paupers 519 40 
Literary Fund 51 30 
money borrowed 8300 00 
o! Collector Wiggin . 1632 19 
of John French for plank 2 00 
in fall for note 50 00 
—— $11,180.26 


SELECTMEN’S DISCHARGE. 
Outstanding Demands. 


Paid John G. Cate, on account 50 00 
Hiram Wiggin, breaking roads 19 00 
W. G. Brown expense of paupers » 100 
George H. Odell, services as Auditor * 150 
Joseph S. Staples ¢ al BO 
Roekingham Farmers Mu. Ins. Co. 273 


- 


pa 
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Paid E. Barker, breaking roads 


Hiram Chase, “ < 

W. Roby, abatement of S. H. Hodgdon’s tax 

Z. Wiggin, for use of Post Office 

N. K. Leavitt, fees 

J het E Whittem, printing town accounts 

J. S. Chase, breaking roads 

T. M. Latham, supplies for Mrs. Stiles 

J.J. Lane, land and moving wall 

J. W. Moulton, Collector’s and Surveyor’s books 
D: M. Christie, Counsel 

_ W. Plaisted, abatement, being overrated 

~*O.B. French, work on bridge 

Joel Bean, damage to carriage 

Dr. W. G. Perry, attendance on N. Mason’s family 
B. Moulton, note and interest 

Caleb Wiggin, abatement, having been overrated since 1844 
J. 5. Chase, for gravel 

I. Jewell, work and lamber for bridge 

J. G. Cate on account 

D. P. Scott, breaking roads 

4. J. Wiggin, as 


Roads and Bridges. 


Paid N. B. Jenness, breaking roads 


B. F. Clark, 

G. B. Fifield, a $f 

N.B. Jenness, Af s¢ = 
E. Chase Jr., < “¢ 


J. L. Jewell, ‘for plow beam 
G. Wingate, lumber for bridge 
John French, repairing bridge 
N. M. Barker, breaking roads 
M. Barker, bridge plank 
RB, Blazo, breaking roads 


J. G. Cate, « 
A.M. Sanderson, “ “ 
“e 66 « repairing plow 


O, B. French, breaking roads 
Bub; Laighton, work more than tax 


Cs breaking roads 
H. Wiggin, 4 
A. M. Sanderson, more than tax 
J. W. Rollins, breaking roads — 
A.M. Sanderson, 3 i 
Schools. ~ 
Paid H. P. Wingate, for District No 1 190 82 
A. M. Sanderson, * 2 190 82 
J. S. Leavitt, 44 3 190 82 
A, N. Rollins, $f 4 190 82 


9 43 
34 06 
1 30 
2 00 
3 00 
12 06 
24 56 
1 00 
2 00 
1 86 
10 00 
213 
8 25 
1 00 
18 00 
284 61 
18 50 
5 00 
1 49 
50 00 
Su 
12 26 


$581.49 
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$119.05 


$763.28 
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Committees. 


Paid H. LP. insite Prudential Committee No. 1 3 00 
A.M. Sanderson, “ 2 3 00 
J. S. Leavitt, a3 coe os 3 00 
ALN. Rollins, Ay iJ eps’ 3 00 
B. D. Laighton, Superintending Committee 20 00 
$32 00 
School Houses. 
Paid repairs on School House in District No. 1 4 25 
ae 8 80 
as ce “ “ 3 20 12 
ies « «¢ « 4 1 50 
$34.67 
Sundry Hxpenses. 
Paid J. Merrill, for support of Mary Merrill 3 00 
C. H. Bell, for Counsel 2 00 
A. Boardman, wood for M. Haley 2 50 
Town of Exeter, tax 16 46 
D. W. Ranlet, supplies for G. Rundlet and Mrs. Wentworth 10 62 
J. G. Cate, benefit of Town Farm 30 00 
John Scammon, establishing bounds in road in N. Hampton 1 00 
S. Merrill, taking care of M. and L. Merrill 10 92 
AAAs Gage, support of Mary French 52 00 
KE. Kingston, support of Z. Bowler 14 00 
M. E. Hale, nursing Z. Bowler 12 00 
Exeter Savings Bank 2548 57 
L. Chase, taking care of Jackson Hall 2 00 
John G. Cate, on account 251. 30 
John O. Wiggin, Stationery 2 00 
Geo. E. Lane, services as Town Clerk 6 00 
recording tax list 3 00 
«* in record book 1 62 
“Marriages, births and deaths. 1 20 
Dr. Odell 80 
copying and returning enrollment 1 00 
express, stationery and postage 79 
J. W. Rollins, supplies to N. Mason 50 @ 
D. S. Norton, watering trough - 300 @ 
S. Norton, surplus interest 40 | 
G. E. Lane, wood for Jackson Hall 37. @ 
J. B. Wiggin, abatement on an ox 31 @ 
J. G. Cate, on account 50 00 ; 
J. W. Rollins, services afier auditing 400 @ 
J. ¥. Whidden, painting guide board 175 @ 
J. W. Rollins, note and interest 20100 @ 
John 0. Wiggin, going to Newmarket, Durham and Windham ve 
in regard to settlement of paupers 600 
dy EE) taking affidavits of sundry paupers 200. 
a ‘ services as Treasurer 800 @ 
# “« expenses of Selectmen ee OO 4 
Uy “ cs for Government stamps 240 @ 
* 


« “ &« for Postage } 20. 


Us 


Paid John H. Barker, services as auditor 
rt ‘S repairing bridge 
H. P. Wingate, services as auditor 


Volunteers. | 
Paid in bounties to Volunteers 4304 9F 
to families of Volunteers under the State law 621 00 


to discharged, disabled soldiers under the State law 96 00 


March 14, 


Town of Stratham to Wm. &. Hrown, 


To services after auditing 
** going to Town Clerk’s 


24, “ € to Greenland on Town business 
April 2 & 3, “ two days taking inventory 
8, “one day and evening in session 
12, ** attending Jury meeting 
22. “one day and evening making assessment 
295 ‘* one evening in session 
** making taxes 
May 29, * John O. Wiggin 
June 2, “ making return to the State Treasurer 
July 21, “ enrolling the militia 
{© 26; << “by and making return same 
Aug. 2, “ John O. Wiggin’s 
“28, sf John O. Wiggin and Portsmouth 
99 ye be ‘and Exeter on Town business 
Sept.2&3, ‘© Newmarket on Town business 
rn ** John O. Wiggin’s and J. W. Rollins 
Dec. 31, “ revising Jury Box 
1863. 
Feb; 205-—%. $4 aly 0. Wiggin’s and G. E. Lane’s 
21, “* and posting warrant check list 
oT; ** one day at Town farm 
28, cc“ auditing accounts 


Supplies to transient Poor 


Srratuam, Feb. 28, 1863. 


1862. 
March 4, 


31, 
ap], 2,3, 


8, 


Received Payment 


Town of Stratham to John ©. Wiggin, 


To preparing accounts for printing 

To Exeter with accounts 

To Exeter after accounts 

To settling town accounts 

To returning check list 

To W. G. Brown’s 

To taking inventory 

To preparing inventory books 

To one day making assessment 

To appointing Surveyors and preparing books 


$3262.21 


$5021.97 


$30.92 


"WILLIAM G. BROWN. 
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April 8, ‘Lo rcording taxes 2 90 
To preparing Collector’s book 50 
22, To Rollins and Browa’s 50 
June 4, To Mary Merrili’s and Town farm 75 
July 19, One evening in session 50 
21, Enrolling militia 1 00 
26, One evening in session 50 
Aug. 9, To writing warrants 50 
>; To writing and posting warrants 50 
26, To one day in session 1 00 
Sept. 3,4, To Concord with volunteers 4 00 
Geers Hat 300 
10,11,To “ « « 4 00 
15, To rf dd cf 3 00 
Oct. 11, One day before commissioner 1 00 
ll, Tojury meeting 25, 
24, 5, To Concord with Volunteers. 4 00 
» To Portsmouth 2 00 
28, To Newmarket and Exeter 2 00 
Noy. 5, To Mary Merrill’s 25 
5, To North Hampton 50 
1863 
Jan. 14, To Exeter 1 00° 
Feb. 20, To writing warrants and check list 1, 00. 
20, To Brown’s and Rollins’ 50 
20, To one day at farm 1 00 
28, Auditing 1 00 
To going at sundry tims to settle with families of volunteers 6 00 
$52.33 


Received Payment, 
JOHN O. WIGGIN. 


faik Towa of Strathamto James W. Rollias, Dr. 
March 19, To going to Town Farm 25 
<5 “ one day at Fremont on Town business 1 00 

31, * woing to Hampton to buy oxen 100 

April 1, “ one day taking inventory 1 25 
; “‘ taking inventory of sundry persons 50 

8, * one day and evening making assessment 1 25 

12, “ attending Jury meeting 50 

20, ‘‘roing to Exeter on Town business 50 
ae “ going to J. O. Wiggin’s y aX 

22, “ one evening at W. G. Brown’s 75 

29, “one evening arranging surveyor’s books 50 

May 4, * going to Town Clerk’s 50 
Jane 3, “ going to Mary Merrill’s and Town Farm 50 
July 19, “ one evening in session 50 
21, “ enrolling soldiers 100 
26, “one evening in session at Town Clerk’s 50° 
Aug. 16, enrolling soldiers and making return 1 50 


26, *‘ one day. in session. 1 00 


+ 


Aug. 28, To going to Portsmouth on Town business 175 
, * one day at Exeter and expenses 125 
Sept. 4, “ one evening at Post Office 50 
ie “ going to Kingston on Town business Riga 
Fy, “ going to E. Kingston in relation to a panper r 50 
Oct. 3, “ going to J. O. Wiggin’s and W. G. Brown’s 75 
igs ** 1.2 day on account of the exemption of soldiers 50 
‘attending Jury meeting 25 
Noy. ll, “ Hast Kingston to settle pauper bill k 50 
Dec. 31, “revising Jary box 50 
1863 
Feb. 20, “ one evening in session 50 
at, “one day at Town Farm 1 00 
28, “one day auditing Town accounts 1 00 
Feb. 28, 1863. $26.00 
Received Payment, 
¥. JAMES W. ROLLINS. 
Recapitulation. 
Outstanding demands 581 49 
Roads and bridges 119 05 
Schools 829 95 
Sundry expenses 3262 2h 
Ona account of Volunteers. 5021 97 
Selectmen’s. bills. 109 25 
Expenditures $9923 92 
Cash in hands of Selectmen: 1256 34 
$11,180 26 


STRATHAM, Feb. 28, 1863. 
This day examined the foregoing accounts of the Selectmen, and find them 
fairly brought, rightly cast and vouched, and a balance of twelve hundred 
and fifty-six dollars and thirty-four cents in their hands. 
$1256 34 HENRY P. WINGATE, Audit 
JOHN H. BARKER, ehh. in 


County Poor. 


Paid A. Boardman, supplies to M. Haley 2 50 
A, A. Gage, support of M. French 52 00 

ee nes $54 50 

From the farm 455 00. 


Due from County, $134. 
There are notes outstanding against the town to the 


amount of $8810 00 

Other claims 300 00 
$9110 00, 

Means of Payment, 

Cash in Selectmen’s hands 1256 34 

Due from County ; 134 00 

Due from State 837 00 
$2227 34 


cee 


Amount of town debt $6882 66. 


8 


Town Farm. 


Expenditures 699 47 
Cash from the town 30 a0 
Superintendent’s services 200 00 
Labor 52 00 
$981 47 
Receipts. 
Receipts from farm 398 76 
Support of County poor from farm 455 00 
Sundry families for wood and groceries 52 26 
Stock, hay and provision less than last year 25 00 
$931 02 
$50 45 


Balance against the farm 


JOHN O. WIGGIN, 


WILLIAM G. BROWN, ) Selectmen 
JAMES W. ROLLINS, 


of 
Stratham. 


Superintendent’s Report. 

For the past year the number of different inmates has been twenty-one ;— 
the present number, twelve. The character and condition of a large portion 
is singular, owing to age ard insanity. To speak of the trials, care and la- 
bor is not my object. It is enough for me to say I have endeavored to do. 
my duty, but I may have erred in doing this. J have used all the economy 
in my power consistent with the comfort-of the family. I have ever looked 
at the interest of the town in preference to ease. Some unusual expense in 
stoves, and loss of stock, increases the expense about one hundred dol- 
lara the present year. I will acknowledge the kindness and hearty eo-opera- 
tion of all the boards of Selectmen since I came on the farm, together with 
the neighbors, and, for aught I know, the whole Town. 


Respectfully submitted. 
JOHN G. CATE, 


Heb EeOrr E 


OF THE 
SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 
For the year ending March, 1863, 


| _ District No. 1. | 
EZIENRW PP. WINGATE, Prudential Commiitec. 
Teacher of the Summer School —Miss Priscirua Hivnrarp. 

Miss H. proved herself an able and accomplished teacher, in every sense 
of the word, and kept a good school. The children were thoroughly taught 
in the various branches pursued, and the good order and propriety of deport- 
ment among the scholars is the best commentary which can be offered for the 
faithfulness of the respected teacher. 

The winter school, under the charge of Mr. James T. Jackson, received 
from him the same parental interest and watchfulness which he bestowed 
upon it the previous winter, and consequently he was completely successful 
in his efforts to impart much valuable information. The good order which 
prevailed and the correctness of the recitations gave abundant proof of his 
excellence as a teacher. 


District No. 2. 
AARON IE, SANDERSON, Prudential Committee. 


The summer school was taught by Miss Ellen M. Tucker. ‘The Commit- 
tee is happy to state his entire satisfaction with the advancement of this 
school and with the qualifications of the teacher. The studiousness of the 
pupils, and the good order which prevailed throughout the term, could not 
fail to produce good results, and we unhesitatingly pronounce her a faithful, 
assiduous and successful feacher. 

The winter school was under thc management of Mr. Henry F. Piper, a 
resident of the district, and was his first Wttempt at school-keeping. A sense 
of duty and the love of truth compels us to state that Mr. P., as a teacher, 
was not successful. The “cloud” which appeared in the distant horizon at 
the opening of the school, although “no bigger than a man’s hand,” contin- 
ued to increase in size and strength as the school progressed, until the close 
of the school, when it had attained to a tormidable sizo, and at last well nigh 
shipwrecked the whole concern. ‘The scholars manifested little or no respect 
for the teacher, and, generally speaking, showed no disposition to improve 
their minds by study, and seemingly wero wholly indifferent as to whether 
“school kept or not.” There was great irregularity in attendance, many of 
the boys making a holiday as often as they pleased, which, in favorable 
weather, averaged about as often as every other day. As an instance, we 


10 


will give the number of scholors in school when we made our final visit, as 
compared with the number enrolled on the register. ‘The school, according 
to the register, numbers 45; absent at the time, 22! The committee, on 
leaving the school-house, casually noticed some six or eight boys emerging 
in single file from an open shed in the neighborhood and beating a precipi- 
tate retreat, apparently in high glee. In another direction two others were 
making their best time in order to escape our notice. These boys belonged 
to the school. At whose door the fault lies for this wretched state of things 
we will not presume to say.» That the teacher was wholly in-fault we do not 
believe. He undoubtedly was qualified by intellectual endowments to im- 
part a-common school education, but he certainly failed to obtain the respect 
of a large majority of his scholars. We are reminded, in this connection, of 
the scriptural saying: “A prophet is not without honor, save in his own 
country and in his own house.” We probably shall again allude to this 
school in our miscellaneous remarks. 
District No. 3 
JAMIES 8S. LEAVITT, Prudential Committee. 

The summer school was under the charge of Miss Lizzie S. Leavitt. The 
scholars made a decided improvement in their studies, and good order pre- 
vailed. She appeared to possess: the hearts of her pupils, and accordingly 
the best results ensued. 

The winter term was under the control of Mr. John W. Berry. It appears 
evident to our mind that this school has made great progress during the past 
winter. ‘The general deportment of the scholars has been highly gratifying. 
The readiness and correctness with which they passed through their several 
recitations is worthy of high commendation. ‘The district was truly fortunate 
in securing the services of Mr. B., and in future will do well to employ him 
as long as he will consent to serve them. 

District No. 4. 
A.N. ROLLINS, Prudential Committee. 
Teacher of the Summer Sthool—Miss Mary W. Fousom. 

We are able to speak in commendation of the scholars as well as the teach- 
er. Her diligent and faithful labors produced favorable results, which were 
apparent in the deportment and studies of her pupils. 

~The winter schoo! was kept by Mr. B. F¥. Sanborn. We take pleasure in 
saying that Mr. 8. is an able and eflicient teacher, and his school showed un- 
mistakable evidence of his talent, industry and application. The examina- 
tion was highly satisfactory, reflecting great credit both on the scholars and 
teacher. 
Miscellaneous Remarks. 

In this department we shall aim at brevity. Should we extend our remarks 

to any considerable length it would be only a repetition of what we have be- 
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fore repeatedly said. Our views with reference to the state of our school- 
houses, the studies pursued, the qualifications of teachers, the proper way to 
enforce obedience, &c., &c., have been given to the public from time to time 
in our.annual reports. With respect to the causes of failure on the part of 
teachers, we are induced by circumstances which have recently transpired in 
District No. 2, to offer a few observations. It is.a lamentable truth that in 
most districts there are persons, who, upon the slightest pretence, are ready 
and anxious to circulate an unfavorable report against the school and its 
teacher; and what is much to be regretted and deplored is, that this spirit of 
fault-finding and destructive insinuations against the school, in many instan- 
ces, have no better foundation than the idle gossip and bitter spleen of ill- 
disposed individuals, and which would never have been noticed unless the 
disposition existed to seize upon the most trifling and shadowy circumstance 
and magnify it into the most enormous reality. In this way a great deal of 
evil is done, and the teacher’s influence for good is lost. It is not always 
the teacher’s fault when the scholars are unruly. The cause of mischief may 
often be traced directly to parents. We have known cases of disobedience 
and insubordination in school which we believe were the direct result of pa- 
rental thoughtlessness or interference. Is it not strange and lamentable that 
persons also are to be found who will allow themselves to be influenced in 
their estimate of a school by a personal pique or political or religious prejus 
dice? We have in some instances been compelled to believe even this. The 
politics or religion of the Prudential Committee, or teacher, or Superintend- 
ing Committee, are of a different hue from their own, and, per consequence, 
there must be a poor. school. When the teacher commences his or her labors 
such persons are on the watch for some trifling errors in practice, some little 
defects in government, or some slight derelictions of duty in any respect, and 
hold them up to the view of their chi'dren, and at the same time exaggerate 
them an hundred fold, while the really valuable traits the teacher may pos- 
sess are kept entirely out of sight, or presented partially and unfairly. No 
wonder the school is the opposite of what it should be, and becomes the hot- 
bed of anarchy, malice and evil passions. 

The first requisite of a good school being a good teacher, the Prudential 
Committee should “magnify his office” when about to engageateacher. It is 
no ordinary business affair. He should consider that he is engaging an ar- 
tist of the highest order, to develop the minds of the young; to ferm their 
characters after noble and worthy models; to train them up for usefulness 
and respectability, and reither convenience, favoritism, or relationship 
should have anything to do with it. Too much carefulness, too much 
scrupulousness in this case can scarcely be exercised. 

“Intelligence is the life of liberty,” was the language of one of our great- 
est statesmen. Knowledge being the only firm basis upon which our gov- 
ernment can stand, our common school system is one of the noblest institu- 
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tions committed to our care. It behooves us all to lay aside our sectional 
feelings and party animositics, and with a generous spirit labor to elevate 
our schools to that high position which they were designed to occupy, and 
which will enable them to diffuse the light of knowledge throughout the 
whole length and breadth of our land. Especially in this time of our coun- 
try’s peril, when the “Temple of American Liberty” is sought to be over- 
thrown and destroyed by traitorous hands, is it the duty of-us all to impress 
upon the minds of the young, the virtues set forth in the Statute, among 
which are “a sacred regard to truth and love of country’’—and to endeavor 
to lead them into a particular understanding of the tendency of all such vir- 
tues to preserve and perfect a republican form of government, to secure the 
blessings of liberty and to promote their future happiness, and the tendency 
of the opposite vices to degradation, ruin and slavery.” 

Annexed is a table of statistics connected with the several schools, &c., for 
the year now closing. ‘ 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

BENJ. D. LAIGHTON, Sup. Sch. Com. 
STRATHAM, February 28th, 1863. 


Fable of Statistics, €&c. 


Districts i] 2 > 4 , Total. 

Weeks kept in Summer @ 12 14 17 15 58 
Weeks kept in Winter _ 133227] a5 13 14 55 2:7 
Number of’ Scholars in Summer 40 33 37 19 129 
Number of Scholars in Winter 42 45 36 21 144 
Average attendance in Summer 32 28 24 15 99 
Average attendance in, Winter 341-2; 31 | 261-2) 16 108 
Wages of Male Teachers per month, 

including board $34 $30 $34 $35 $133 
Wages of Female Teachers per month, 7 

including board $20 | $19 | $18 | $16 $73 
«Amount of local funds : 
Amountof income from Literary Fund $51.30 
Amount of School money raised by . 

Town $744.00 
Whole amount of School money $795.30 
Visits by Superintending Committee 6 6 6 5 23 
Visits by Prudential Committee 1 3 1 1 6 
Visits by citizens and others 89 84 4 40 75 238 


List of Text Books. 
Sargent’s Standard Readers ; Progressive Reader; Town’s Speiler and De- 
finer; Greene’s, Tower’s, Grammars; Cornell’s Series and Colton and Fitch’s 
Geographies ; Colburn’s and Holbrook’s Mental Arithmetics; Greenleaf’s 


Com. School and Nat. Written Arithmetic; Davie’s Elementary, and Rob- — 


inson’s Algebras; Legendre’s Geometry; Weld’s Parser; Comstock’s Philos- 
ophy; Cutter’s Physiology; Payson’s, Scribner and Dunton’s Writing 
Books; Goodrich’s United States History; Mayhew’s Book-Keeping; Watts 
on the Mind; Peterson’s Familiar Science, | 
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